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What is claimed is: 



1- Tn a d Qr^mnnni- pynnnnr i p%pp;^ ratus COmprisijig--a — ^ 

plurality of machine modules for proceg^iilg and/ or 
producing printed media, a metjjjod:''""^ for producing 
interrupting jobs during the pr^pe^sing of a main job, the 
method comprising the steps^.-<^r: 

specifying the maijKjob, the main job having at least 
one measure of progp^s; 

starting preduction of the main job; 

reguestinfg an interrupting job; 

interrtlpting the main job at a point when productivity 
is maintistxned and media is not wasted; 

raducing the interruptingyjob, and; 
re sui i iing -^h e - ma i n j u 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the stei 
specifying an interrupting job further compris^s^^'specifying 
a sample job comprising a component par^(5r the main job. 



3 . The method of cVeLpaT i wherein the step of 
specifying a sample job fur^mer y<Mi^^ 

specifying represejvtative fiarts of the main job to be 
sampled; 

specif yingy-^ sample interval for each specified 
representative part 




The method of claim 3^^ur^ther^ 
the step of starting production and before the step of 
requesting, the steps of: 

measurin^^'"^ the interval for each specified 
ttive p art; 

Led sample 



ining if the 



represent 
de 




interval 
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e4rapsed~tor any of the specitied representatiy e^artr3 v--^nd 
if it has; 

generating a sample iob'-'specification corresponding to 
the representative parift for which the interval has elapsed. 



5. Th^^^ethod of claim 4 wherein the interval is 
measured yln the number of copies produced in the main job. 



6. The method of claim 4 y'herein the interval is 
maiirTTcrb-j:uii2_time , 



fsured 




7. The method of claim 1 further comprisijic 
the step of requesting an interrupting jol 

specifying an interrupt/ing jtob^o^f high priority. 





8. The method of clajurK? ^further comprising, before 
the step of interruptina^-^hex^tep of: 

assessing the privity level of the interrupting job 
and if the prior ity^evel of the interrupting job is higher 
than the prior^ity level of the main job, proceeding to the 
step qf^nterrupting. 



The method of ctarim-— 1 — wherein the ste p of 



producing the interrupting job f urther^comprises delivering 
the interrupting job at a convenient location apart from 
the main job delivery locatipn-T"^^ 



10. In a docujnent processing apparatus including a 
plurality of machine modules that process and/or produce 
printed mBdia,/a method for producing sample copies of 
specific pa^t:s of a document, the method comprising the 
steps of Zj 

sp^ifyingLa job; 

;ifying which parts of the' 



nerepresentat ive ;_ 
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specifying a sample interval for each of fehj 

representative parts of the job; 
10 producing the job; 

measuring intervals for each of^/^he specified 
representative parts and when a pa^fe^cular interval is 
reached ; 

generating an interrupting >gfob description calling for 
the generation of a sample or the representative part of 
the job corresponding to pnB particular interval that was 
reached; 

presenting the /interrupting job description for 
processing; 

20 analyzing the^ interrupting job description; 

determining^ an efficient point in the job to produce 
the samples; 

interrup^ting the main job at the efficient point; 
proces/ing the interrupting job description to produce 
25 the sample^ and; 

resiming the main job. 



10 



A document processing apparatus comprising: 
plurality of machine modules in communication with 
each/other for processing and/ or producing printed media; 

at least one computing platform in communication with 
th^ plurality of machine modules for controlling and 
orjbhestrating the activities of the modules; 

a plurality of document collection points attached to 
at least one of the modules; and, 

at least one of the plurality of document collection 
^oints designated, at least temporarily, as an interrupting 
ob delivery point. 

recessing apparatus of claim 11 
one "cotnputing platform furth^a 
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-end and a mark facljLi^ 



comprises a digi"ta:! 
controller in communication with each othier-r 



13. The document processing apparatus of claim 11 
wherein the plurality^"of^ machine modules comprises at least 
one feeder device and at least one finishing device. 



14.^/^ The document processing apparatus of claim 11 
wherein the plurality_of^machine modules comprises at least 
on^priTvET" eng ine^ 
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